THE  WORLD  SOUL
other half to well-meaning stupid a being sorry for others" without understanding them, and so doing more harm than good. It is what makes friends often more dangerous than enemies.
Therefore I would ask the reader in case of difference of opinion to be quite sure he understands what I mean and the way in which I use words. I have appended a glossary of the principal words, and in cases of doubt I would suggest a reference to it. For dictionaries are not much use. They give the current meanings of words, and if a word have drifted from a clear and definite meaning to an indefinite one, they make matters worse by recording the popular interpretation. I have a personal affection for words. I sympathise with them in the hardships they have to undergo and the misapprehensions they have to put up with. They are very willing to help us if we are good to them, but they take their revenge on the unsympathetic. They are not dead but very living things, and they know their friends and enemies. Accuracy in the expression of thought is an essential to right thinking in ourselves and understanding the thought of others.
So much for the imagery and language. I have now a word to say of the form of the whole book.
An architect when he builds a house that he thinks people will live in has to consider first the general